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   Pastor:     Director of Ministry in Daily Life: 
   Eric Meissner                Sue Paulsen 
   (402) 660-1121               (402) 639-6054 
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…this is what we mean by “Epiphany” 

Many years ago I walked into the main room of a lodge I had seen hundreds of times before. On one 
wall there was a fireplace which was the center of the room for most of the furniture was arranged 
facing the fireplace. At the moment, however, there was no one in the room. The room stood emp-
ty, waiting. Someone had laid logs and kindling in the hearth; everything was set.  
 
Now I watched as a pageant began to unfold. A few people entered. As they took their seats facing 
the fireplace the host stooped, match in hand, and lit the fire. Soon the blaze caught and did what a 
fire always does in a hearth, it caught the eye and the attention of everyone in the room. Several 
people who were still standing off a bit came closer. As the fire grew, it sent off its warmth and light, 
filling the room, dancing on the polished brass, quieting the conversations. Then a third thing hap-
pened which I never know to fail when a fire has been lit in a hearth. Someone in the room con-
fessed, “I love a fire.” Everyone agreed. There is something about a crackling blaze that puts people 
in a calmer mind and draws them together. It is hard to be a stranger before an open fire. 
 
Now, that is exactly the way I feel about the Epiphany.  On Christmas God lit a fire in the world, not 
only in the heavens, but down on earth, too, in the midst of that great room where people gather. 
The world  was a cold and drafty room where people waited anxiously hopefully, for someone to 
light a fire in the hearth. God did. It was Christmas. The light was struck, the blaze rose up. Wise men 
saw it in the East, Shepherd’s on their hill, kings on their thrones. Christmas, like any fire in a room, 
gathered people to it, then cast light on their faces and touched them with a warm glow. 
 
That is what we mean by the Epiphany. It is about gathering about the flame of Christmas to watch it 
burn and spread the light in the room, bringing forth from us adoring and wonderful words of praise, 
breathing its quietness in our spirits. In the light of Epiphany we are no longer strangers before the 
hearth and heart of God. We have become companions in a secure fellowship of light. 
 
Epiphany begins January 6. According to tradition that is the moment the Magi arrived after their 
long trek across the wilderness. They were the first recorded gentiles to pay homage and to take 
their places before the transforming nature of the Christ child. 
 
A fire in a hearth changes a room. So does Christmas change the world. The season of Epiphany fol-
lows in taking a measure of the rays that stream out of the most blessed moment in history, the 
Christ child’s birth. Let us live in Christ’s light during the season of Epiphany and beyond! 
Together in Christ Jesus, 
Pr. Eric 



An Invitation to Serious Faith 

 
I will strive to… 
 
PRAY daily  
WORSHIP w eekly  
READ the B ible 
SERVE at and beyond Trinity  
Be in RELATIONSHIP to encourage  
     spiritual growth in others 
GIVE of my time, talents & re-
sources 
 

The TLC Annual Meeting will be held on Jan-
uary 27th, 2019, at 11:30 p.m.  The meeting 
will be held in the fellowship hall.  Council 
and Committee members please have your 
reports in to Sue no later than January 13th.  
During the meeting, the congregation will be 
voting on new council & committee mem-
bers, as well as, a vote  regarding purchasing 
a new sound/visual system.   

Pastor Eric and Deb would like to invite 
everyone to come to the parsonage on 

Sunday, January 13th, 2018.  Hours will be 
from 11:15 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Please join 

them for food and fellowship! 

Sunday School Christmas Program 

The Sunday School Christmas Program was a great success!  There were 76 children who participated in the 

program, with 47 of the kids having speaking parts.  The kids did a great job!  A special thank you to Nancy 

Collins for writing another wonderful program.  Thanks to Stephanie Harder, Ashley DeJong and all the many 

wonderful volunteers who contributed their time to help make the program so 

successful! 

Sunday School will resume on 

January 6th! 



Church Council 

President: Dean Krohn 
(712) 249-0760 

Vice-President/Property Management:  Dustin DeJong 
(712) 579-5640 

Secretary:  Carolyn Oldenburg 
(712) 755-2945 

Christian Education:  Cristin Rold 
(712) 741-3734 

Worship:  Katie Collins 
(402) 250-9313 

Finance:  Margie Schenck 
(712) 755-3547 

Outreach:  Josh Guyer 
(402) 682-1254 

Stewardship:  Brenda Kelly 
(712) 343-2713 

Treasurer:  Shela Jacobsen 
(402) 490-2423 

Weekend of 
Total  

Attendance 
Total Gifts 
Received 

12/2/2018 139 2750.00 

12/9/2018 193 7840.00 

12/16/2018 135 7053.00 

12/23/2018 194 6039.40 

12/24/2018 302 8845.00 

Milo Neve– Karen Pope 
Gordon Schroder-Janiece Schroder 
Delno Holtz-Richard & Janet Holtz, Normalee Krohn, Don & Dorothy Nelsen, Betty Oehlertz, 
Reva & Bill Bylund 
Teresa Kardell– Don & Dorothy Nelsen 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church Women met on December 4th, 2018 at 2:00 p.m.   

President Jeanie Klindt called the meeting to order.  Minutes of the November 1st and special meeting on November 
27th were read and approved.  Treasurers report was read and approved.  Bills were presented and motion to pay 
was made by LaDonna Conroy, second by Jan Holtz, M/C.   

Due to conflicting schedules the Aebleskiver Supper was held on November 29th, one week later than usual.  A dis-
cussion on the supper was held and it was agreed it was a success and well attended.  267 tickets were sold and does 
not include workers and their spouses.  A few members-total of 4432 Aebleskiver and 1456 sausages sold, according 
to the tickets.  These are minimum figures.  Bonnie Kardell won the quilt in the raffle.   

Jeanie announced the annual Christmas Tea will be December 6th at 2:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall with Diane 
Stamp presenting the program on “Purses.”  Motion to adjourn was made by Jan Holtz, second by LaDonna Conroy.  
Preamble was recited. 

After the meeting we delivered solar figurine and Christmas cards to the 45 residents of the Avoca Nursing Home and 
the Assisted Living. 

Bonnie Kardell,  

Secretary Pro 
Tem 



Carmen Allen  and Geoffery Martens were united in mar-

riage on November 17th, 2018.  The ceremony took place 

here at Trinity with Pastor Eric presiding over the ceremo-

ny.  Congratulations Geoff & Carmen! 

January 01 Barbara Brown 

January 01 Lesley Krummel 

January 02 Eugene Sornsen 

January 06 David Niemann 

January 07 Kaeden Lane 

January 08 Derek Kardell 

January 08 Vicki Schueman 

January 10 Jim Lechtenberger 

January 10 Jessi Wade 

January 13 Mary Hildebrand 

January 14 Roger Kay 

January 15 Jeannette Maassen 

January 15 Marvin Schuler 

January 16 Joshua Guyer 

January 16 Julie Young 

January 17 Wendy Albright 

January 17 Alan Sieh 

January 18 Gage Clay 

January 18 Mary Ann Johnson 

January 18 David Kardell 

January 19 Lauren Guyer 

January 19 Evan Harder 

January 19 Amanda Holst 

January 21 Penny Langer 

January 22 Jimmy Young 

January 24 Bruce Krummel 

January 25 Darian Hansen 

January 25 Lauren Knop 

January 25 Rita Kohlscheen 

January 25 Mackenzie Sampson 

January 25 Hayden Woltmann 

January 28 Autumn Boysen 

January 28 Lou Funk 

January 28 Lori Snyder 

January 29 Jason Best 

January 31 Leo Bargenquast 

January 31 LeRoy Hansen 

January 31 Sophia Luth 

January 31 Denise Young 

Ella Lynn Hansen was baptized during the 9:00 

a.m. service on Sunday, December 23rd.  Ella is the 
daughter of Adam & Tamara Hansen.  Her sponsors 
were Tim & Dawn Anderson and Matt & Vanessa Stu-
art.  

Benjamin Leroy Kramer was baptized during 

the 10:15 a.m. service on 
Sunday, December 23rd.  
Benjamin is the son of Timo-
thy Kramer & Alexandria 
Parks.  His sponsors were 
Adam Kramer and Kaylee 
Schneckloth. 





Trinity’s Five & Dime 

Welcome to “Trinity’s Five & Dime”.  This section is dedicated to stories, experiences, 

and devotionals where together we can share God’s spiritual candy.  Glory be to God 

for the opportunity to share with you some thoughts, experiences, and scripture re-

garding our everyday lives. May God continue to open our eyes, ears, minds, and 

hearts to all of  the work He does in and around our lives. We praise you for your nev-

er-ending love, Amen.                                                            Neil Paulsen 

 

 

Say What?? 
 (Part 2 of 8) 

 Whether it was something where I was to help Mom, or help Dad, I don’t recall any part of the conver-

sation containing the words, “do you think you can?” Or, “Do you want to?” It was either, “I need you to…..or 

I want you to…….” There was never a place in the discussion for my opinion or my input. As a parent, we know 

our children and how they will respond if given a choice to a certain request. God knew Moses, and knew that 

there would be some pushback. And although it was a command from God, Moses still felt the need to give 

excuses why not to do it. And even in our own lives as children, there were times when we offered plenty of 

excuses why we didn’t need to do what our parents were requesting. I can see now as I look back as some of 

those experiences, that they were beneficial to me, and maybe even aided in the building of my character. 

And as children of God, and a God who knows us well enough that he has each of the hairs on our heads are 

numbered, we should react to his requests or commands with childlike faith, and with complete trust in him. 

One example that I can think of for me “to get out of the boat” happened when I was fairly young. I was prob-

ably 11 or 12 years old at the time, and it was a situation where I was needed to help my Dad in moving some 

farm equipment from one farm to another. If my memory serves me correct, there was a farmer from the 

Tennant area that was going through a rough spell, and through connections that Dad had from farming, and 

being the person that he was, he offered to help this particular farmer get his crops planted that spring. And 

being the young boy that I was, who would do whatever he could to be at his Dad’s side, I got a couple of op-

portunities to ride along with him in the pickup to look over the Tennant farm that spring. Oddly enough, the 

two or three times I went with him to look things over at the new farm ground, he took different routes to get 

over there, but I did my best to pay close attention as we went since this was unfamiliar scenery. Little did I 

know that that very same scenery was going to play a very important part in an upcoming task. As the spring 

progressed that year, Dad worked both his own ground, and the ground over by Tennant. When he was work-

ing in the fields close to home, I was usually able to find him after I would get home from school and finish out 

the day working with him. But when he was over at the Tennant farm, I had no way to get there, so trips there 

were very limited. 

…..Yet Moses did his best to come up with excuses why he shouldn’t be sent to Egypt, and we’ll come back to 

those excuses after a bit. As I look at Moses in this situation, I see similarities at certain tasks that I was given 

when I was growing up. 



January Volunteer Schedule 
If you are unable to serve during worship at the time you’ve been scheduled, please find your own replace-
ment and let the church office know of the change so the information in the bulletin can be changed.  A great 
place to begin looking for a replacement is the schedule itself—Look for someone who is scheduled for the 

same duty during the same worship time.  Don’t forget to check Breeze for phone numbers and email 

information, when tying to contact others.  If you are not able to find a replacement or have questions, 
please contact: 

Sue Paulsen Cell (402) 639-6054 
Katie Collins Cell (402)250-9313  

 Saturday Jan. 5, 5:00 Sunday Jan. 6, 9:00 a.m. Sunday Jan. 6, 10:15 a.m. 

Scripture Readings Dorothy Nelsen Carolyn Spencer Samantha Scheffler 

Prayers Ronda Holst Janiece Schroder Amanda Holst 

Support Don Nelsen Larry Chapman Ron Winter 

Communion Asst. Ronda Holst Nancy Collins Lori & Ron Winter, Sue Paulsen 

Acolytes n/a Joey Blotzer Kyle Sternberg 

Greeters Diane Taylor JoAnn Krummel Sternberg Family 

Ushers n/a Terry & LeAnn McCarthy Amanda & Jason Holst Family 

Power Point n/a LuAnn Jensen Dustin DeJong 

Camera n/a n/a Jayna Engle 

Altar Guild Carolyn Oldenburg Marge & Greg Petersen Beth Schueman & Brenda Roloff 

    

 Saturday Jan. 12, 5:00 Sunday Jan. 13, 9:00 a.m. Sunday Jan. 13, 10:15 a.m. 

Scripture Readings Jan Holtz Jerry Conroy Janae Sternberg 

Prayers Dick Holtz Dora Rock Karen Hansen 

Support Reva Bylund Marilyn Chapman Jim Hansen 

Communion Asst. Reva Bylund Sue Paulsen Deb, Meissner, Jim and Karen Hansen 

Acolytes n/a Saydi Paulsen Kaeden Rold 

Greeters Darlene Eggerss Frank & Marlene Nelsen Jason and Jessica Rold Family 

Ushers n/a Kris McCarthy & Lori Synder Sheryl & Jeff Harder 

Power Point n/a Larry Chapman Josh Guyer 

Camera n/a n/a Kyle Sternberg 

Altar Guild Carolyn Oldenburg Marge & Greg Petersen Beth Schueman & Brenda Roloff 

    

    

 Saturday Jan. 19, 5:00 Sunday Jan. 20, 9:00 a.m. Sunday Jan. 20 10:15 a.m. 

Scripture Readings Roger Nelson Richard Schenck Karen Rodriguez 

Prayers Roger Nelson Neil Paulsen Shari Munyon 

Support Jerry Rold Dean Krohn Steve Munyon 

Communion Asst. Donna Rold Margie Schenck 
Shari Munyon, Kathy and Gary Soet-

melk 

Acolytes n/a Lane Nelson Ayden McCarthy 

Greeters Carolyn Oldenburg Bonnie Kardell Ashley & Dustin DeJong Family 

Ushers n/a Deb & Neil Paulsen Leanne and Terry McCarthy 

Power Point n/a Joy Krohn Steve Munyon 

Camera n/a n/a Ashtyn McCarthy 

Altar Guild Carolyn Oldenburg Marge & Greg Petersen Beth Schueman & Brenda Roloff 



February Volunteer Schedule 

Focus on Ministry 

Outreach Ministry 

 Satuday Jan. 26, 5:00 p.m. Sunday Jan. 27, 9:00 a.m. Sunday Jan. 27, 10:15 a.m. 

Scripture Readings Dorothy Nelson Alice Botcher Deb Meissner 

Prayers Dorothy Nelson LaDonna Conroy Sue Blakestad 

Support Don Nelson Dora Rock Sue Paulsen 

Communion Asst. Dick Brown Nancy Collins Sue Paulsen, Dale & Kim Krohn 

Acolytes n/a Eli Collins Jessica Jacobsen 

Greeters Rose Krohn Gary and Katie Collins family Mike & Samanta Scheffler Family 

Ushers n/a Bob & Barb Brown Robb Jacobsen & Amy Goetziner 

Power Point n/a LuAnn Jensen Adam Krohn 

Camera n/a n/a Lane Nelson 

Altar Guild Carolyn Oldenburg Marge & Greg Petersen Beth Schueman & Brenda Roloff 

 Saturday Feb. 2, 5:00 p.m. Sunday Feb 3, 9:00 a.m. Sunday Feb 3, 10:15 a.m. 

Scripture Readings Dick Brown Donna Rold Danny Pattee 

Prayers Kathy Soetmelk Peggy Osbahr Karen Hansen 

Support Don Nelsen Larry Chapman Jeff Harder 

Communion Asst. Dorothy Nelsen Dora Rock Sue Paulsen, Jeff and Sheryl Harder 

Acolytes n/a Nathan Jorgensen Hannah Nielsen 

Greeters Karen Pope Betty Oehlertz Beth and Ryan Nielsen Family 

Ushers n/a Mike & Wendy Jorgensen Adam and Stephanie Harder 

Power Point n/a Shela Jacobsen Dustin DeJong 

Camera n/a n/a Jayna Engle 

Altar Guild Carolyn Oldenburg Marge & Greg Petersen Beth Schueman & Brenda Roloff 

Our outreach ministry does lots of good things here thru Trinity.  One that’s been in the spotlight lately is their work 

with the school kids.  The outreach ministry here at Trinity delivers 32 food bags to the school each Friday morning.  

These food bags, about the size of a large ziplock bag, and are filled with cereal, shelf milk, ravioli cups, apple sauce, 

and juice., as an example.  The teachers then decide who might 

benefit from having these bags over the weekend.  Teachers 

place the bags into the children's book bags when the class-

room is empty of students.  This program thru the outreach 

ministry is headed up by Lauren & Josh Guyer with the help of 

many volunteers.  Just recently, Woodhouse, our food partner, 

had to cut back the number of bags they could send each week.  

So as a solution, the youth group joined forces with the out-

reach ministry and packed enough extra bags to make up the 

difference, so we could continue serving our community in this 

way.  Please keep this ministry and its leaders in your prayers!    



Trinity Lutheran Church 
Congregational Council Meeting 

December 11, 2018 
 

Members Present: Dean Krohn, Pastor Eric Meissner, Sue Paulsen, Katie Collins, Margie Schenck, Brenda 
Kelly, Shela Jacobsen, Josh Guyer, Cristin Rold, Dustin DeJong 
 
President Dean Krohn called the meeting to order. Prayer was offered by Dean. 
Thank You Cards: Thanks went out to Christmas Program Coordinators Nancy Collins, Ashley DeJong and 
Stephany Harder. Also thanked was Tonya Olesen for helping organize LYO events. 
Prayers of a God Chaser: Pastor Eric  
Approval of Agenda: it was moved by Katie Collins and 2nd by Cristin Rold to approve the agenda. Motion Car-
ried (MC). 
Approval of Minutes from last meeting: With the correction that new gutters were NOT installed but gutters 
were cleaned and gutter guards installed, it was moved by Brenda Kelly, 2nd by Margie Schenck to approve 
the minutes. MC 
Treasurer’s Report: Report by Shela Jacobsen. Moved by Cristin Rold and 2nd by Josh Guyer to approve the re-
port. MC 
President’s Report: Dean Krohn  
Pastor Eric’s Report: Pastor noted the upcoming baptisms of Ella Hansen (9am on 12-23) and Benjamin Kra-
mer (10:30 on 12-23). The Christmas Eve services will be at 4pm and 6pm. Pastor will be on vacation 12-25 
through 1-1. The next council meeting will include a thank you dinner for current council members on 1-8. 
Pastor and Deb will host an open house for TLC members on 1-13 starting at 11:30am. 
Director of Ministry in Daily Life: The youth group helped serve at the Aebelskiver Dinner on 11-29. 46 Poin-
settias were sold. Sue met with Tonya Olesen to plan for 2019 youth activities. On 12-16 youth will celebrate 
Christmas/end or year by packing food for the Backpack program helping the Outreach committee followed 
by lunch and games. LYO are still selling 2019 calendars.  
Committee Reports: 
TLC COMMITTEE REPORTS FOR THE 2019 ANNUAL MEETING MUST BE TURNED IN BY 1-14-2019. 
Outreach: Josh Guyer reported that the LYO will help stuff backpacks on 12-16. Bids for a new sound/ video 
system have been review and the AV committee has selected a vendor whose bid includes a 2 year service 
package. The final bid will be negotiated after several details are ironed out.  
Stewardship: no report 
Worship: By Katie Collins. Christmas services 4pm and 6pm on Christmas Eve 
Finance: no report 
Education: 76 kids participated in the Christmas Program last Sunday. Sunday School will resume on 1-6-2019 
after the holiday break. 
Property Management: By Dustin DeJong. With the roof leaks over the Narthex the committee is looking into 
costs associated with replacing the current flat roof with a pitched or sloped roof. This will affect the air con-
ditioning units currently mounted on the roof. 
Katie Collins moved and Margie Schenck  2nd that all reports be accepted. MC 
New Business: The Nominating Committee has completed its work and has recruited candidates for the 2019 
TLC Council. Voting will be at the annual meeting on 1-27-2019. 
Membership Changes: Courtney Hensley transferred into TLC.  Deaths and Funeral were Delno “Bud” Holtz 
and Milo Neve. Carmen Allen and Geoff Martens were married 11-17-2018. 
Adjournment: Moved by Dustin DeJong 2nd by Margie Schenck to adjourn. MC 
Next Meeting Date: 1-8-2019 6pm (no committee meetings)  
Prayerfully submitted, 
Margie Schenck 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
301 N. Chestnut Street 

Avoca, IA  51521 
(712) 343-2518 

 
For assistance or to leave information,  

contact the church office at the number shown above.   
In an emergency, contact Pastor Eric Meissner at (402) 660-1121.  

If no answer, contact Shari Munyon at (402) 669-7675. 
 

 Worship Services  
Each Saturday at 5 p.m. 

 Each Sunday at  9:00 a.m. & 10:15 a.m.  
Sunday School at 10:15 a.m. 

Holy Communion:  Celebrated at each worship service 


