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“He gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to equip the saints for the work 

of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of 

the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, so that we may no long-

er be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by 

craftiness in deceitful schemes. . . speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the 

head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, 

when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.” Eph 4:11-16 

Harvesting Learning from this Year 

    Again, this year I was blessed to ride along for several hours with those who work the land as they bring in a 

“harvest of the seeds that were sown;” which I find enjoyable and worthwhile with members of the body. I also 

find that as I continue in my own life to study and dig in the Word of God, almost everything I do comes back in 

reflection on God’s Word revealing more of His will and desire for my life.  Saint and sinner that I am, the Spirit is 

constantly talking to me to grow and nurture this seed that was planted in baptism, until it comes to the time of the 

harvest.  

    As I was riding during the bean harvest and talking about the differences between corn and soybeans and the 

way they are harvested I learned that corn gets brought in rows, just as it was planted. Beans on the other hand are 

harvested against the “grain” if you will.  The combine is run at an angle to the way the rows as they are planted. 

There are various reasons but I’m considering the reflection I had though.  Corn goes in and comes out, for lack of 

a better way, easily – in and out in lines.  Beans go in in lines, but the harvest cuts against the rows, the hard way 

so that the harvest doesn’t get messed up.   

   Maybe that’s why Stephen King wrote the book Children of the Corn and not Kids of the Beans.  A story of 

scary and horrific stuff that comes out of the corn, because there are plenty of ways to hide and the easy way leads 

to more troubles than one would like to believe.  Plus, beans are too short to hide in anyway. But the real thought 

here is that nothing in scriptures tells us that there is an easy way.  Our salvation and hope have been made easy by 

Jesus’ gift of death and resurrection for us, but that certainly wasn’t easy.  Even more, to follow Christ never is 

easy either.  Jesus talks about dying to life, giving up to gain, being last to be first and so much more, yet all these 

things go against our grain and against the world’s way.  As one who is baptized, washed and united to Christ, we 

are meant to be against the grain people.  I heard it the other day – we are made to be weird to the world.  We are 

meant to stand out.  The more we try to conform to the world for success, number, ease the more we lose ourselves 

and our closeness to Christ.   

    Toby Mac, I believe sang the song, with the lyrics “I don’t want to gain the whole world and lose my soul.” Je-

sus’s words that remind us that faith is not an easy road but one that will kill us so we might live.  The more we 

seek to join in the world’s way, become innovative or creative with faith because we are more worried about suc-

cess in number rather that souls growing deep in faith, we are losing.  We are invited to be WEIRD, to cut against 

the grain, to stand out rather than join in, and God has provided the tools and ways for us to be part of a bountiful 
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...harvest at His return.  The Ephesians text above shows us the 

way God grows and brings His harvest to overflow His barns.  

He creates a body and puts all the parts in such a necessary re-

lationship for the purpose of helping us not to conform to the 

world’s way; to help each other not be led into troubling wa-

ters that wash us out to sea and toss us about, but rather holds 

us back to our against the grain way we are to exist, because 

Christ is certainly against the grain.  

    Jesus has cut across the grain for us, removing the harvest of 
death we were planted in, and He has marked us to go against 

the grain with Him.  It is hard. We do fail. But we dare not let ourselves become awash in the easy way, but hold 
fast, together, pushing against the grain until at last the harvest does come, and we rest in the greatest of ease, 

with Jesus Christ, forever, safely gathered in His harvest.      Peace – Pastor Matt 

Come enjoy the fellowship and food on Sunday, November 3rd from 9:30 a.m to 10:00 a.m 
with a hot breakfast of pancakes, eggs, bacon and sausage! 

Please join us on November 3rd during worship services, as we will be celebrating All Saints 

Day.  We will recognize all those who have joined the Church Triumphant in the past year. 

Operation Christmas child shoebox ministry is in full swing and shoeboxes are lovingly being 

filled with gifts for children in need around the world. For many children, the shoebox they re-

ceive may be the first and only gift they will ever receive. For many it will be the first time they 

will be introduced to Jesus as their Lord and Savior. What a great way for us to do God’s calling-

to be disciples for God.   I ask you to please consider packing a shoebox with appropriate items for children. The 

shoeboxes packed are God’s miracles and we can never know how your shoebox can affect the life of a child.                            

For more information or to get a shoebox please contact Gary Soetmelk @ 712-307-0268. 

Filled shoeboxes can be left at the church, staring in November, and must be returned by Nov. 17th so they can continue on.   

Advent Worship Services –  

In our worship series for Advent this year, we will remember the fact that Jesus came to 

us in the flesh and revealed His divine nature to us in physical substances we experience 

on earth.   

John 1: 14 “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only 

Son from the Father, full of grace and truth,” will be our unifying verse for all of our reflections starting with 

Thanksgiving Eve on November 27.    Services will begin at 7pm and all are welcomed to come and wait for the 

return of our God in His final glory, displayed in His past revelations. 

Nov. 27: Bread of Life:  Jesus is born in Bethlehem, the House of Bread, to nourish and strengthen us in our 

faith and feed us with his Word of truth to fill our lives. 

Dec. 4: Salt of the Earth: Jesus calls us to flavor the earth and to savor the good things that come from him 

through his birth. 

Dec. 11: Rock of Ages: Jesus is our rock, a solid foundation on which to build a life of joy. 

Dec 18:  Light of the World: Jesus brightens our lives through his birth, dispelling the darkness of sin to bring 
forgiveness to light. 



ALL HANDS ON BOARD-IT’S AEBELSKIVER TIME 

We are busy planning for our annual Aebelskiver Supper to be held November 

21st.   It will be a takeout ONLY again this year. There will be NO limit on how 

many aebelskiver’s or sausage’s you order.  If placing a big order, (over 24 Aebel-

skivers), you may be given a later pick up time. Plan for the upcoming holidays 

and a family favorite meal and freeze those treats!! 

Call in orders will begin on November 21st during the hours of noon and end at 6:00 p.m..  Please 

phone 712-343-2518 or 402-639-9186 to place your order that day.  You can also complete a form ahead of 

that day and turn it in.  We will have forms in the Narthex a few Sundays ahead of the event or see the form 

below.  A Facebook link will also be posted a few weeks ahead of time to place orders as well. 

On the 21st the youth of TLC will deliver your order out to your car and collect your payment.  Please 

note that no change will be provided.  As you arrive to pick up your order, follow the signs in front of TLC to 

direct you to the pickup area.  No need to get out of your car.  The youth will be there to deliver!  If placing a 

huge order, (over 24 Aebelskivers) for your freezer, you may be given a later pick up time.  

As in past years, we would appreciate the use of your aebelskiver pan.  They are a precious shared 

commodity we rely on for our fryer workers! Please drop your pan off at the church by Tuesday, November 

19th or call one of the committee members listed below and we would be happy to pick it up from your 

house.  

When you get asked or called to help Thursday, November 21st, please consider working a shift.  We 

NEED You. This has become an all church fundraiser.  We would love to have the MEN  and youth join us in 

our day of cooking and fellowship, too.   All can help with batter, frying sausage, and setting up and clean up.  

We’re adding another batter station this year to help keep up with our extra busy times.  We will not kick 

anyone out of the kitchen!   We appreciate everyone’s help in this Trinity Lutheran Church annual event!                           

The 2024 Aebelskiver/Sausage Committee,  

Stephanie Harder-402-639-9186 and Kristen Krohn-712-249-9902 

Take- Out ORDER-AEBLESKIVER SUPPER 

Pick Up Times: 3:00-7:30 P.M 

Return Order Forms to TLC by Tuesday, Nov. 19th 

  Quantity           Amount 

Aebleskiver _________75c each __________ 

Sausage  _________75c each __________ 

    Total   _________ 

Name: __________________________________ 

Phone Number:__________________________ 

Time picking up __________________________ 

Take- Out ORDER-AEBLESKIVER SUPPER 

Pick Up Times: 3:00-7:30 P.M 

Return Order Forms to TLC by Tuesday, Nov. 19th 

  Quantity           Amount 

Aebleskiver _________75c each __________ 

Sausage  _________75c each __________ 

    Total   _________ 

Name: __________________________________ 

Phone Number:__________________________ 

Time picking up __________________________ 



 
Church Council 

President: Kathy Soetmelk 
(712) 249-9027 

Property Management:  Darian Irlbeck 
(712) 307-1007 

Secretary:  Amber Johnson 
(402) 681-6847 

Christian Education:  Megan Hansen 
(402) 681-0806 

Worship:  Eric Sieh 
(402) 650-3065 

Finance:  Ryan Winter 
(712) 307-0553 

Outreach:   Arla Pickham 
(712) 343-6764 

Stewardship:  Nicole Krohn 
(712) 309-2318 

Treasurer:  Shela Jacobsen 
(402) 490-2423 

Weekend of 

Total  

Attend-

ance 

Total Gifts 

Received 

9/29 66/95 — 

10/06 47/85 6898.00 

10/13 42/90 4712.00 

10/20 40/66 — 

10/27 33/110 7431.87 

Doug Burmeister– David Sampson, 

Bonnie Kardell 

Susan Ronnfeldt– Reva & Bill Bylund, 

Janiece Schroder 

November Communion Bread 

Nov. 3rd– Hot Breakfast, Eric Sieh, Ryan Winter & 
Darrian Irlbeck 
Nov. 10-Angie Maassen, Judy Williams 

Nov. 17-Lori Winter, Amber Scott 
Nov. 24-Kathy Soetmelk, Joyce Mez 
 
If anyone would like to help with fellowship, please contact Kathy 

Soetmelk at 712-249-9027 

Fellowship Leaders 

November 01 Santino Emmanuel 

November 01 Adam Harder 

November 01 Nicole Lamp 

November 02 Kyle Clayton 

November 06 Preston Scott 

November 06 Erika VanCleave 

November 07 Normalee Krohn 

November 07 Tyler Pieken 

November 07 Dale Schroder 

November 07 Laraine Scott 

November 08 Diana Taylor 

November 09 Michael Griffen 

November 09 Angela Sieh 

November 10 Mikayla Emmanuel 

November 10 Jersey Hilgenberg 

November 10 Jane Tech 

November 11 James W. Johnson 

November 13 Rachel Johnson 

November 13 Michael Krummel 

November 13 Gregory Petersen 

November 13 Devin Schroder 

November 14 Holly Hansen 

November 14 Dolores Harder 

November 14 Marilyn Krohn 

November 14 Kathleen Roush 

November 16 Virginia Lamp 

November 17 Hannah Nielsen 

November 17 Tucker Nielsen 

November 18 Virginia Nelsen 

November 18 Brenda Roloff 

November 20 Joyce Mez 

November 22 Jessica Jacobsen 

November 22 J Olesen II 

November 22 Kotie Schmidt 

November 23 Adriawna Luth 

November 23 Ryan Winter 

November 26 Julie Engel 

November 27 Madison Thornton 

November 28 Ava Hensley 

November 28 Nathan Jorgensen 

November 28 Sidni Osbahr 

November 28 Aaron Roloff 

November 30 Brian Buboltz 

November 30 Heath Lamp 

November 30 Landon Madden 

November 30 Beth Schueman Stephanie Harder & Emery Brockhoff 



Wednesday, Nov. 6th, 6 p.m.—7p.m. 

Sat. & Sun., Nov. 16 –17th,  

FCA Weekend of Champions, 

Kearney, NE,  

if enough interest &  

HS Only, RSVP by Nov 4th 

Wed, Nov. 20th, 6:15-7:15 p.m. 

Wed, Dec. 4th, 6:15-7:15 p.m. 

Wed, Dec. 11th, 6:15-7:15 p.m. 

Sun, Dec. 15th, 9:30 a.m.–11:30 a.m.  

Christmas Coffee Service & Worship 

The choirs thank everyone for their 

help with the rummage sale this 

year.  There were our ever faithful 

workers & some new ones who 

helped all week long, from setting 

up on Sunday to taking down on 

Saturday.  We thank you for the donations to sell 

and to those who purchased items! 

Beth Buboltz 

From: Shelby, IA 

Where do you like to vacation?  
Anywhere sunny! 

Favorite Hobby?  Reading 

What about Trinity touches your heart?   
All the children! 

Sign ups for Christmas Poinsettias will 

be in the Narthex beginning in No-

vember thru November 24th.  Poin-

settias can be left here to help deco-

rate for the Christmas season or taken home. If 

leaving here, please  include your “in memory of” 

or “in honor of” information.   All proceeds will go 

towards our youth group fund.  Thank You! 

We had another wonderful 

“Friday Night be the Lights” 

event!  Many thanks to all who 

donated of their time, talents and resources to help us reach out to 

our community of teens! 

On Sunday, November 17th, the TLC Quilting group will have their quilts on display in the 

church.  This group is always looking for more people that would like to join them! They meet 

the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of every month, for fellowship and sewing! 



November/December Volunteer Schedule 
 Sunday, Nov. 3rd, 8:15 a.m. Sunday, Nov. 3rd, 10:15 a.m. 

Communion Support Reva Bylund, Ronda Holst Janiece Schroder, Becky Bahnfleth 

Communion/Offering Donna Rold Matt Todd, Greg & Marge Petersen 

Scriptures & Prayers Readers Lisa Irlbeck Sue Blakestad 

Greeters Scott & Christina Berndt & Family Cory & Ashleigh Maassen Family 

Acolytes Morgan Sieh Lane Thornton 

Worship Steward Darrian Irlbeck Mike Krummel 

   

 Sunday, Nov. 10th, 8:15 a.m. Sunday, Nov. 10th, 10:15 a.m. 

Communion Support Reva Bylund, Ronda Holst Janiece Schroder, Becky Bahnfleth 

Communion/Offering Wendy Dierking Taylen Hansen, Evan Harder, Jeff Harder 

Scriptures & Prayers Readers Nicole Krohn Linda Andersen 

Greeters Darren & Nicole Krohn Family Chelsie Madden & Family 

Acolytes Laird Buboltz Jacob Collins 

Worship Steward Darren Krohn Adam Harder 

   

 Sunday, Nov. 17th, 8:15 a.m. Sunday, Nov. 17th, 10:15 a.m. 

Communion Support Reva Bylund, Ronda Holst Janiece Schroder, Becky Bahnfleth 

Communion/Offering Jerry Conroy Dale Krohn, Dean and Joy Krohn 

Scriptures & Prayers Readers Suzette Blakestad Travis Lane 

Greeters Megan & Dan Hansen Nicole Lamp & Family 

Acolytes Ethan Hansen Taylen Hansen 

Worship Steward Dan Hansen Dean Krohn 

   

 Sunday, Nov. 24th, 8:15 a.m. Sunday, Nov. 24th, 10:15 a.m. 

Communion Support Reva Bylund, Ronda Holst Janiece Schroder, Becky Bahnfleth 

Communion/Offering Gage Clay Leslie Nelsen, Terry McCarthy, Dorothy Nelsen 

Scriptures & Prayers Readers Kathy Soetmelk Katie Johnson 

Greeters Wendy & Chris Dierking Amber & Jerod Johnson Family 

Acolytes Paxton Holst Jaelyn Johnson 

Worship Steward Shela Jacobsen Dale Krohn 

   

Thanksgiving Eve Service Wednesday, Nov. 27th, 7 p.m.  

Communion Support Eric Sieh  

Communion/Offering Eric & Morgan Sieh  

Scriptures & Prayers Readers Cael Berndt, Wyatt Sieh  

Greeters Christina Berndt & Family  

Acolytes TBA  

Worship Steward Eric Sieh  

   

 Sunday, Dec. 1st, 8:15 a.m. Sunday, Dec. 1st, 10:15 a.m. 

Communion Support Linda Schumacher Greg & Marge Petersen 

Communion/Offering Becky Bahnfleth Hayli Paulsen, Neil Paulsen, Sue Paulsen 

Scriptures & Prayers Readers Cristin Rold Wendy Jorgensen 

Greeters Pastor Matt & Becky Amber & Lance Scott Family 

Acolytes Blair Krohn Kiptyn Lamp 

Worship Steward Darrian Irlbeck Ron Winter 



The church council met on September 12, 2024 with the following members present: Kathy Soetmelk, Megan 
Hansen, Shela Jacobsen, Sue Paulsen, Pastor Matt, Amber Johnson, Nicole Krohn, Arla Pickham, Eric Sieh, and 
Ryan Winter. 
Kathy Soetmelk called the meeting to order and Amber Johnson led the devotion. 
A motion was made by Megan Hansen to approve the agenda, seconded by Nicole Krohn. The August minutes 
were corrected and approved. Nicole Krohn made a motion to approve the minutes, and seconded by Arla Pick-
ham. A motion was made to approve the treasurer's report by Ryan Winter, seconded by Eric Sieh. 
 
Council Reports:  
Stewardship- Nicole Krohn 
No report. 
Worship- Eric Sieh  
Subcommittees arranged for assigning roles for worship services. 
Outreach- Arla Pickham 
No report. 
Property Management- Darrian Irlbeck 
No report. 
Education- Megan Hansen 
Working through the Sunday school schedule. Start the new curriculum upcoming Sunday.  
Finance- Ryan Winter 
The offering envelopes have arrived. 
DFDL- Sue Paulsen 
Youth group met last night and 25 kids came. The Costco membership has been purchased. Nicole Krohn made a 
motion to purchase additional seating for the youth group, seconded by Megan Hansen. Motion carried. The Fri-
day Night Lights event will happen again this year as requested by the youth. The event will be held at the Ameri-
can Legion Hall on Friday, October 18th after the home football game. The church choir is looking forward to pur-
chasing a keyboard. Eric Sieh made a motion to approve the choir to use the choir fund to purchase a keyboard, 
seconded by Nicole Krohn. Motion carried.  
Pastor’s Report:  
Seedlings and Sprouts will continue to happen during the school year. Fliers will be handed out at Sunday school 
to help recruit the kids. Change in church services- council members to cast the vision of these new changes for 
services. Megan Hansen made a motion to purchase another table for the confirmation room, Ryan Winter second-
ed; motion carried. Pastor will be heading to Tanzania on October 20th and returning October 31st. Starting to plan 
the Advent season and the new year.  
Old Business: Kathy Soetmelk and Becky Bahnfleth are still working on the outdoor lighting. 
New Business: Nicole Krohn made a motion to loan out the puppet sound system to the AHSTW Fine Arts group 
for the talent show fundraiser and the school play. Ryan Winter seconded the motion. Motion carried.  
Thank you note for sending a donation to the Lutheran Services in Iowa was read out loud. A thank you note was 
read from the North American Lutheran Church disaster response ministry.  
 
Visioning and Goal Setting: Reflections of the two services were discussed. 
 
Adjournment:  
Megan Hansen made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Eric Sieh. Next meeting will be held on Octo-
ber 10, 2024. 
Respectfully submitted by Amber Johnson, Secretary 

September Council Meeting Minutes 

Our new worship service changes are well underway! Volunteers will receive a weekly email reminder when it is 

your turn to serve.  Included in the email, will be the volunteer duty descriptions to help clarify any questions you 

may have about serving in a new role.  These roles/descriptions are also located in a binder in the narthex under 

the bulletin board by the bathroom.  Also in that same location, is the volunteer schedule for the current month.  

If you are unable to serve at your scheduled time, please find a replacement and then let Eric Sieh know.  

Eric can be contacted by calling/texting him at (402) 650-3065 or by emailing him at ericmsieh@gmail.com   

Thank you! 



“Lord, teach us to pray” Luke 11:1 (Part 21) 

Trinity’s Five & Dime 

Welcome to “Trinity’s Five & Dime”.  This section is dedicated to stories, experiences, and devo-

tionals where together we can share God’s spiritual candy.  Glory be to God for the opportunity to 

share with you some thoughts, experiences, and scripture regarding our everyday lives. Praise and 

glory to God for his never changing word, faithful love, and countless blessings. May his life-giving 

word nourish us and strengthen us as we strive to fulfill the purposes, He has for us. Amen.        

Neil Paulsen 

...Lord, forgive me my small view of your vast generosity, and grant that every thought of your Fatherly care 

may cause my love for your Son Jesus to deepen and then overflow, so that others may be caught up in your 

embrace. For the sake of Jesus, in whose name I pray. Amen (Prayer by Alistair Begg). 

So, how can we possibly have an understanding of God’s power in our inner being? How could we really 

have our eyes fixed on Christ and upon eternity? How could we know God in such and intimate way? 

How could we be filled up with all of his fullness? How could our brothers and sisters in our church expe-

rience all of those things? We will not pray bigger, and better if we start to pay any attention to the 

voice that produces doubts that any of this can really happen, and doubts that prayer really makes any 

difference. So, can we make all this happen? Can we do better? The answer to both of those questions 

is, we can’t. But there is a second part to the answer, and that is; but the guiding and teaching of the Ho-

ly Spirit, we can change, as the Spirit, which is co-equal and co-eternal with God the Father, God the 

Son, goes to work to strengthen us, “with power in your inner being through his Spirit,” (Ephesians 

3:16). As a Christian, we change as the Spirit brings home to our lives, and makes real in our lives, the 

truth concerning God. And by knowing this and trusting in this, it will prove more effective in bringing us 

to pray bigger and better than any new resolution or new routine ever can. We need to know the power 

of the Holy Spirit. To find living proof of the power of the Spirit, all we need to do is go take a look in a 

mirror. It was the work of the Holy Spirit that convicted the person looking back at us of our sins. We 

may have agreed that yes, there were problems in our life, but they weren’t really that bad. Especially 

when we compared them to the problems of other people that we know. We may have even deter-

mined that if God were grading on the curve, we would be perfectly fine. But then we begin to see our-

selves in a different light. We began to read the Bible, and we started to find that the Bible seemed to 

understand us better than we did ourselves, and in a way that we couldn’t fully comprehend. It was as if 

the Bible was speaking directly to us. It was as if the Bible was diagnosing us, and was saying, now this is 

you right here you see. And in Romans 3:23 it tells us, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 

God.”; rather than fighting back or disagreeing with that, we find ourselves saying, “Well, that includes 

me”. Where before, we may have said, “Well, that must include them”. This is the work of the Holy Spir-

it. This is the power of the Holy Spirit. 
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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH                         
301 N. CHESTNUT STREET                                 
P.O. BOX 456                                                  
AVOCA, IA  51521-0456                           
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
301 N. Chestnut Street 

Avoca, IA  51521 
(712) 343-2518 

 
For assistance or to leave information,  

contact the church office at the number shown above.   
In an emergency, contact Pastor Matt Bahnfleth at (cell) 402-750-8327. 

 
 Sunday Worship Services Schedule  

 Traditional Worship at 8:15 a.m.  
Sunday School/ Fellowship/Bible Study 9:30 a.m. 

Contemporary Worship at 10:15 a.m. 
Holy Communion celebrated during each worship service. 

2024 


