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Nothing like Spring Water

“Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will

never be thirsty again. The water that I will give will be a spring of living water welling up to eternal life.” John
4:13 - 14

“Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. Blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him!” Psalm 34:8
“How sweet are Your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth!” Psalm 119: 103

For all those born before the 1980’s there is an interesting question to ask: Could you ever have imagined a world
where water would have a cost and so many varieties of water could be found as today? (and, new waters come
out all the time) The answer, most likely is, heck no. Water is water; it all comes from the same place. What
could possibly make Dasani different from Walmart’s bottled water? And yet, how many people today are buying
all these forms of water by the case?

I took a group of youth in Nebraska to the Boundary Waters. There we could drink right out of the lakes. The wa-
ter was pristine, clear all the way to the bottom. It was an interesting experience for about 2 days, except for the
affect it had on me. That water had NOTHING in it, and I mean, nothing. No minerals, no chlorine, no fluoride,
no nothin. The affect still lingers today as if [ am drinking water, 99% of the time, it is a can of some form of bub-
bly flavored water (no sugar and natural flavors of course). That water was so devoid of anything that it had the
affect on me that it never quenched my thirst.

By the end of the trip, I was miserable, parched, dehydrated and when a 5-gallon cooler of ice water was made
available I drank 2 liters - nonstop. (not an exaggeration) 1 had been drinking water all through the trip, paddling
and fording canoes, and no matter how much I drank it was of no avail. Finally, I stopped drinking, until that cool-
er appeared, and [ was THIRSTY'!

I think this thirst is part of a spiritual and biblical drought going on across the Church in America. When Jesus
talked with that Samaritan woman at the well, she was talking spring water like in MN, Jesus was talking living
water. The water is His Word, and His Word is Him. To drink heavily and longingly should be our desire because
it is this water that springs up and then flows from us as we continue to reflect, listen, and apply that word to life.

Today God’s word seems to be like bottled waters, there are a variety of words and ways to get this Word from
Jesus, very few of which are Jesus’ Word. They are close, they sound like they should be His, but just like that
water in the Boundary area — there is nothing to it. The effects of this water can clearly be seen, dried out people.
It’s like the Valley of Bones, but people walking around today, in and out of the church are dehydrated; and if de-
hydrated then this water can’t flow from us so other people can have their thirsts quenched.

Today, as people try to modernize, make attractive, or refocus these words of Jesus to be softer, calmer, nice you
eventually find out that you aren’t drinking from the Spring of Life. We try to draw attention to Jesus as a healer
or teacher, or nice guy but none of these are the true water that is held in the rain barrel of the Bible. Even as Jesus
was talking to that woman, she was thinking and talking of the “other” water. We all do it as we easily shift to
something that seems to end our thirst because it is at hand, rather than make the hard choice to go deep and get

that real water. )
..continued
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...As Jesus asked her for water, the woman said something profound, “Sir, the well is deep, and you don’t even
have a bucket.” She knew you had to go deep; she was just looking at the wrong water source. The water that is
Jesus is the sweetest, most fulfilling drink you can ever have. It puts out the fires of shame and guilt, and sooths
the sorrows of failure and sin. This water washes over those who drink it with absolution and grace and makes
them new and part of a new family as well. Even when we are parched and these words come to us and they
don’t seem to satisfy in the moment, in that water is a promise from God that flows to us without limitation or
cessation.

What’s more, you don’t have to do anything to get it. Jesus did the work of going down in the well, through
cross and empty tomb, and now pours that water out each week with worship: forgiveness of sins, assurance of
our inheritance, cooling the fires of guilt and shame. Jesus is the bucket and as we get soaked, we flow over to
others so that they too can be quenched in their thirsts. Jesus points that woman, and us to the real work He has
come to do, to seek and save the lost and dehydrated, to fill them up with His great and unending love, and to be
a fountain that pours out till every single person is drenched with His love for them. He IS Risen!!! Allaluia!

-Pastor Matt
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Our 2025 graduating seniors will be recognized dur-
ing our 10:15 a.m. service on May 4th. Scholar-
ships will be awarded during this time. A light re-
ception will be held in their honor during our fel-
lowship time at 9:30 a.m. that morning. Please join
us to help in celebrating!

New Members

On May 18th, during our 8:15 a.m. service, we will
be welcoming our new members into Trinity. A
reception in their honor will follow the service in

the fellowship hall.
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Council members will be celebrating Mother's day
by serving breakfast starting at 9:00-10:15. Last day
of Sunday school will be at 9:30. Our 10:15 church
service will be held outdoors in our parking lot, and

will be the only service held that morning. If the
weather is not cooperative our service will be held
indoors like usual. Please bring a lawn chair for our
outdoor worship service.

Vacation Bible School

Q ) is right around the corner!
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Info: Link to register is on our Facebook page or https://
forms.gle/QILCpbHY 1wqf6al.Z8

*A donation of $30/student is appreciated

If you are interested in helping or have questions, please
reach out to Megan at megan.hansen328@gmail.com or
402-681-0806. We will be looking for at least two host
homes to host our wonderful counselors this year.
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Church Council
President: Nicole Krohn
(712) 309-2318
Property Management: Darian Irlbeck
(712) 307-1007
Secretary: Amber Scott
(712)-249-2688
Christian Education: Megan Hansen
(402) 681-0806
Worship: Eric Sieh
(402) 650-3065
Finance: Ryan Winter
(712) 307-0553
Outreach: Amber Johnson
(402) 681-6847
Stewardship: Christina Berndt
(712) 269-6763
Treasurer: Shela Jacobsen
(402) 490-2423

May 01 Ayden McCarthy
May 02 Vance Pattee
May 02 Kaeden Rold

May 03  Eliza Luth

May 05 Kendra  Hansen
May 05 Gianna  Rock

May 05 Dale Tech

May 06 Emery Brockhoff
May 06 Jacob Kelly

May 09 Jagger Johnson
May 09 Jennifer Plumb
May 10  Becky Jacobsen
May 10  Mabel Jacobsen
May 11  Cohen Griffen
May 12 Adalin Lamp
May 12  Gary Pattee
May 13 Taryn Constable
May 13 Linda Schumacher
May 14  Corey Madden
May 16  Erin Carroll
May 16 Claira Yates
May 17 Kaden Jorgensen
May 19  Kevin Hansen
May 19 Wayne Krohn
May 19 Michael Sampson
May 19 Trey Starr

May 21 Michael Hansen
May 21 Taylen Hansen
May 21  Steven Jorgensen
May 24  Devin Hoepner
May 25 Teresa Hoepner
May 25 Wendy Jorgensen
May 25 Nolan Krohn
May 25 Allyson  Nielsen
May 25 Ron Winter
May 26  Callie Gronborg
May 26  Lori Sampson
May 26 Marley VanCleave
May 27 Alan Blakestad
May 27 Cassidy Feigenbutz
May 27 Chad Hansen
May 27 Regina Hansen
May 28 Ashtyn  Danker
May 28 Jake Olesen
May 29 Kaleah  Guyer
May 31 Verdean Berry

o Total Gift
sUETRES s Attend- otal GItts
Weekend of ance Received
03/30 56/130 4523.00
04/06 72/115 5791.00
04/13 66/80 5855.00
04/20 60/175 5840.00

Barbara Brown- Judy Leed

Wayne Jacobsen— Becky Jacobsen
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Amber Johnson is looking for individuals who would
like to form a Fellowship Committee. This committee
would organize and plan out gatherings beyond our
worship services. Hoping to plan 2 to 3 gatherings for
the remainder of this year. Purposes of these gather-
ings are: to bring all age ranges of our church family
together in one location to have fun interactions and
to welcome new individuals. If you would like to par-

ticipate or have questions please contact Amber
Johnson at 402-681-6847.




On Sunday, March 30th, Trinity
welcomed Reini Engel into the
family of God. Reini is pictured
above with her parents, Saige
Huss and Dustin Engel. Reini’s
baptismal sponsors are Erik
Jorgensen and Emma Langer.

Congmtu(ations to all

our fami(ies ce(eﬁmting

Ea}m’sms this past month!

Hayli Paulsen and Gage Clay were united in marriage
in a double ring ceremony on Saturday, March 29th.
Pastor Matthew Bahnfleth presided over the cere-
mony, which took place at “The Bridge” church in
Johnston, IA.

Congratulations, Mr. & Mrs. Clay!

URCH FAMILY .

On Sunday, April 6th, during
our 8:15 a.m. service, Trinity

welcomed Beckett Anzalone
into the family of God. Beck-
ett is pictured above with his
sister, Everleigh, and parents,
Taylor & Wyatt Anzalone.
Beckett’s sponsors are Corey
& Marie Madden.

On Sunday, April 6th, during our

10:15 a.m. worship service,
twins, Lainey and Luke Schroder
were welcomed into the family

of God here at Trinity. The

Schroder family is pictured

above: (I tor) Devin, Lainey,

Niles, Tegan, Luke, and Nash.
Baptismal sponsors for Lainey
are Blake & Kelsey Peterson and
Luke’s sponsors are Brandon &
Katelin Weis.
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Sunday school is coming to a close for this
school year. The last day of classes will be held
on Sunday, May 11th. Thank you to our wonder-
ful leaders, teachers, and helpers for all your
time, kindness and caring!



May/June Volunteer Schedule

Sunday, May 4th 8:15 a.m.

Sunday, May 4th 10:15 a.m.

Communion Support

Reva Bylund, Rhonda Holst

Greg & Marge Petersen

Communion/Offering

Donna Rold

Amy & Rob Jacobsen, Kendra Hansen

Scriptures & Prayers Readers

Morgan Sieh

Travis Lane

Greeters

Darren & Nicole Krohn Family

Nicole Lamp & Family

Acolytes

Paxton Holst

Jaelyn Johnson

Worship Steward

Darrian Irlbeck

Sue Paulsen

Sunday, May 11th 10:15 a.m.

Communion Support

Greg & Marge Petersen

Communion/Offering

Terry McCarthy, Dorthy Nelsen, Roger Nelson

Scriptures & Prayers Readers

Danny Pattee

Greeters

Chelsea Madden and family

Acolytes

Taylen Hansen

Worship Steward

John Scott

Sunday, May 18th 8:15 a.m.

Sunday, May 18th 10:15 a.m.

Communion Support

Reva Bylund, Rhonda Holst

Greg & Marge Petersen

Communion/Offering

Katie Scheffler

Leslie Nielsen, Peggy Osbahr, Hayli Clay

Scriptures & Prayers Readers Neil Paulsen Kathy Soetmelk
Greeters Amber and Lance Scott family Brandi Pieken and Family
Acolytes John Scott Tyler Pieken

Worship Steward

Darrian Irlbeck

Gary Soetmelk

Sunday, May 25th 9:30 a.m.

Communion Support

Reva Bylund, Rhonda Holst

Communion/Offering

Neil Paulsen, Sue Paulsen, Donna Rold

Scriptures & Prayers Readers

Christina Berndt

Greeters

Greg & Marge Petersen

Acolytes

Katie Scheffler

Worship Steward

Ron Winter

Sunday, June 8th 9:30 a.m.

Communion Support

Dora Rock, Janiece Schroder

Communion/Offering

John Scott, Morgan & Eric Sieh

Scriptures & Prayers Readers

Linda Andersen

Greeters Matt and Becky Bahnfleth
Acolytes Blair Krohn
Worship Steward Dale Krohn

Please Note: On May 25th we will
start our summer worship schedule.
We will go to one worship service at
9:30 a.m. Fellowship time will be
held on the first Sunday only of each
month following the service.

Worship Volunteers

If you are unable to serve at your sched-
uled time, please find a replacement and
then let Eric Sieh know. Eric can be con-
tacted by calling/texting him at (402) 650-
3065 or by emailing him at
eric.m.sich@gmail.com

May Communion Bread

Neil Paulsen & Kavin Rold

Fellowskhip Leaders

May 4th— Church Council/Senior Reception
May 11th—Church Council/Mothers Day
Breakfast
May 18th—Kris McCarthy & Angie
Maasen/New Member Reception
May 25th-No Coffee Fellowship

If anyone would like to help with fellow-
ship, please contact Kathy Soetmelk
at 712-249-9027.



TRINITY’S FIVE & DIME
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Welcome to “Trinity’s Five & Dime”. This section is dedicated to stories, experiences, and devotion-

‘ als where together we can share God’s spiritual candy. Glory be to God for the opportunity to share
@ with you some thoughts, experiences, and scripture regarding our everyday lives. Praise and glory to
God for his never changing word, faithful love, and countless blessings. May his life-giving word

nourish us and strengthen us as we strive to fulfill the purposes, He has for us. Amen. Neil

Paulsen

TIME

So, as | bring my Five and Dime career to a close in a couple more articles, one of the things | want to
bring up is the Bible. In general, | used to look at it as one large book with a collection of smaller
books within it. But over the years | have learned to look at it in a different light. Essentially, the Bible
is a book about Jesus. In the Old Testament Jesus is predicted. In the Gospels, He is revealed. In the
Book of Acts, He is preached. In the Epistles, He is explained. And in Revelation, Jesus is expected.
And in keeping that in mind, I’'ve been able to find some hidden nuggets tucked away in different ar-
eas of the Bible, which | would like to share in my closing thoughts. Since we have just passed
through the Easter Season, some of those thoughts are freshest in my mind, so | will start there. In a
few short months, we will be on the threshold of our Advent Season. And we will read or hear about
Jesus’ birth, which in the book of Luke 2:4-7 is says, “Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth
in Galilee, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and
family live of David, to be registered along with Mary, who was engaged to him and was pregnant.
While they were there, the time came for her to give birth. Then she gave birth to her firstborn Son,
and she wrapped him tightly in cloth and laid him in a manger, because there no guest room availa-
ble for them.” The “manger” is the focus of those verses. The definition of a manger is “a long open
box or trough for horses or cattle to eat from.” Now in Luke, it does not say it, but it is probably safe
to assume that there had not been any other babies born and placed in that manger prior to Jesus.
So, it was a place that no other body, or human had ever been placed before. Now, jumping ahead
33 years, we also read in Luke 23:50-53 “There was a good and righteous man named Joseph, a
member of the Sanhedrin, who had not agreed with their plan and action. He was from Arimathea, a
Judean town, and was looking forward to the kingdom of God. He approached Pilate and asked for
Jesus’s body. Taking it down, he wrapped it in fine linen and placed it in a tomb cut into the rock,
where no one had ever been placed.” So, we see, just a Jesus’s life had begun being laid in a place
that no one had ever been laid before, his earthly life also ended the exact same way, laid in a place
that no one had ever been laid before.



March 2025 Minutes
Date of Meeting: March 13, 2025
Members Present:
Shela Jacobsen, Pastor Matt, Amber Johnson, Nicole Krohn, Darrian Irlbeck, Amber Scott, Megan Hansen, Sue
Paulsen, Eric Sieh, and Ryan Winter.
Call to Order/Devotion: Meeting is called to order by Nicole Krohn. Devotion given by Darian Irlbeck
Recognizing Guests: No guests
Thank You Cards: No cards
Approval of Agenda: A motion was made by Amber Johnson, seconded by Eric Sieh. Motion passed.
Approval of Last Meeting Minutes: A motion was made to approve the minutes by Darian Irlbeck, seconded by Eric
Sieh. With amendments noted. Motion passed.
Treasurer’s Report: Report and bills were submitted. A motion was made to approve the report by Ryan Winter, se-
conded by Darian Irlbeck. Motion passed.
Pastor’s Report: Grace and peace. February was a busy month in many ways, but it seemed as if | was getting no-
where. The last several weeks without a vehicle have slowed down and challenged my ability to get out as | would
like but now that seems to be rectified. We have begun Lent and with it extra worship services. Hopefully, Wednesday
evening worship and soup suppers will draw people to come and be with us as it is billed as an ecumenical worship.
All offerings from these soup suppers will be split between the Avoca and Walnut food pantries. Thank you to Eric
Sieh who has done a lot of extra work helping to get this all put together by fashioning a new cross and adapting the
one that is out front. The chimers have begun to practice, and | thought it was a great start. When their hour of prac-
tice was up the kids couldn’t believe it was an hour and asked, “Can we play it one more time?” That means there is
great potential here. Seedlings and sprouts have are meeting 2 times each a month and seem to be settling into
place. Additionally, with Lent on First Communion classes. We will have First Communion on Maundy Thursday.
There are several who are expressing interest but can’t attend as scheduled so a second set of classes will be offered
after Easter. We have 5 shut-in members at Hansen House in Harlan and a 6th over at EIm Crest. | am in the process
of setting a date that each month, hopefully about 6 to 8 members will make small pot luck dishes and gather on a set
day of each month at Hansen House, picking up the person from Elm Crest. We will meet for an hour and a half to
share a “home cooked” meal, fellowship, and worship with communion which will insure that they all get communion
monthly and get some fellowship with members here. There are three baptisms being scheduled for April and into
spring. Schroeders and Taylor Madden’s children.
President’s Report/Comments: No report
Director of Ministry in Daily Life Report: Will be working on trying to gather and update ‘grade’ information for the
youth in the congregation. Youth group will meet again March 12th & March 19th for Bible Study.
Council Reports
Property Report: The basketball hoop has been brought back to life and reinstalled. TC Roofing sealed the glass
cross on the west end of the church. We had no leaks during our thunderstorm/blizzard event. They also patched
holes in the rubber roof on the south side of the church to seal it up until they can come back and replace the roof
completely. | have attached two lighting estimates. One is from ROI Energy on what a Mid American relight program
would cost that includes interior & exterior lighting. The other estimate is from Errin Gunderson on what it would cost
to do the exterior lighting project on the north and east sides. The west and south sides that were drawn on the Echo
proposal need to be revisited. | will explain in more detail at the meeting
Worship: The Worship committee has continued to refine the process of selecting volunteers for the two services. We
are continuing to add new volunteers, of which, youth readers from 3rd-6th grade will be coming soon. The sanctuary
has been decorated for the Lenten season. Among the decorations, a new cross has been built and placed by the
pulpit specifically for the "Journey of Stones" Lenten season.
Outreach: The month of February was a focus on our young adults. There are 25 young adults in our church family
who are pursuing further education in preparation for a career in the future. There were 23 young adults who agreed
to receive a “Mid-Term Hug” (care package) from a congregation member. All 23 care packages were returned in time
to be mailed to our recipients. Each box had a gender based devotional that focused on topics related to tough deci-
sions to be made as a young adult. Recipients were given the opportunity to send a selfie or a picture of their box to
Sue with a little “thank you”. As the “thank you’s” arrive they will be shared in the monthly newsletter as well as the
power point at the beginning of church services. This year, congregation members who packed a box were given the
option to send an individual note in hopes to build a lasting relationship. Hoping to broaden this young adult ministry
to be year round rather than one time a year. I'm pondering ways to form lasting relationships with the older adults
with the youth. Details have yet to be determined.
Stewardship: We are trying to put together a "giving challenge" between 1st and 2nd service. We want to concentrate
on the food pantry, and make sure they are stocked up on essential products/needs. We were hoping to create a
point system for needed items listed in the newsletter and have the two services compete to collect the most points.
Monetary donations would also be acceptable and given a point status. | want to make up some cards to hand out
with bulletins that include the items and how many points they are worth. | would like to find a place to set up separate
collection boxes for each service to track which service donated what. | was hoping to encourage the services with an
incentive for the winning service. Any suggestions for incentives?

...Continued on next pg



Finance: No report.

Education: Sunday school has worked into our next set of lessons in the New Testament. VBS prep is beginning.
Dates are June 23-26. My goal is to open registration around April 1.

Additional Council Report Notes:

Old Business: Darian shared more information on lighting upgrade. Discussion held on proceeding with exterior
lighting upgrade and possibly using donation given a couple years ago for landscaping. Motion made by Amber
Scott, seconded by Megan Hansen to move forward with the north and east side exterior lighting upgrade. Motion
passed.

Discussion held on Lent fellowship breakfast. Council will help serve and Pastor Matt will prepare food for May 4.
Salem Lutheran Home annual meeting is 3/16. Alan and Sue Blakestead, Jim and Karen Hansen and Ryan Winter
will be in attendance.

Convocation August 4th-8th, looking for a couple church members and one confirmed youth member.

New Business:

Shela Jacobsen reported on the need for upgraded computers due to outgoing software and we are not able to up-
grade. Will need to replace 2 computers in the office, Pastor Matts and one in the Sanctuary. Proposal shared with
computer upgrade and accessories. Motion made by Darian Irlbeck, second by Eric Sieh. Motion passed. Motion to
amend made by Megan Hansen to support whatever additional accessories needed upon review. Seconded by
Eric Sieh. Motion passed.

Council retreat - members are to send Pastor Matt their available Saturdays in May, June and July.

Easter Services - Maundy Thursday service will be at 6:30pm, Good Friday service will be at 6:30 pm. There will
also be a 3 hour service from 12pm-3pm, with 20 min services for people to come and go on Good Friday. Easter
services will be at 7 am and 9:30 am.

Discussion was held regarding what services will look like for Fall 2025. Council will continue to discuss options
and where we want the congregation to grow.

Visioning: Discussion was held over chapters 1 of the book Junk Drawer Jesus.

Adjournment: Eric Sieh made a motion to adjourn the meeting, 2nd by Ryan Winter. Motion passed.

Next meeting will be held on April 10, 2025 at 7pm.

Respectfully submitted by Amber Scott, Secretary

First Communion for the students pictured above, was Our youth group traveled to the Harlan Movie Thea-
celebrated during our Maundy Thursday worship service tre on Wednesday, April 16th to watch “The King of
on April 17th. Students were (back row: Jade Brockhoff, Kings.” Overall review: They liked it! We are close

Bodee Winter, Autumn Boysen; front row: Liberty to wrapping up our meetings for this school year.
Plumb, Everett Hansen, Blakely Maassen and Andrea The last two meeting dates are:

April 30th—- Bible Study at 5:30 p.m. with Dinner
May 14th-Bible Study at 5:30 p.m. with Dinner. Last
meeting for this school year.

Emmanuel. Pastor Matt Bahnfleth (also pictured) led
the service, with a small break for tornado sheltering.
A memorable service for all!
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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
301 N. CHESTNUT STREET
P.O. BOX 456

AVOCA, IA 51521-0456

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Trinity Lutheran Church

301 N. Chestnut Street
Avoca, IA 51521
(712) 343-2518

For assistance or to leave information,
contact the church office at the number shown above.
In an emergency, contact Pastor Matt Bahnfleth at (cell) 402-750-8327.

Sunday Worship Services Schedule
Traditional Worship at 8:15 a.m.
Sunday School/ Fellowship/Bible Study 9:30 a.m.
Contemporary Worship at 10:15 a.m.
Holy Communion celebrated during each worship service.




